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TEST FIELD 10: GERMAN

INTRODUCTION
This section includes a list of the test objectives, immediately followed by a set of practice multiplechoice questions. For test areas that include a performance assessment (Basic Skills, all languages
other than English, Special Education Specialist: Visually Impaired), one or more practice
performance assignments (as applicable) will also be included.
TEST OBJECTIVES. As noted earlier, the test objectives are broad, conceptual statements that reflect the
knowledge, skills, and understanding an entry-level educator needs to teach effectively in a
Colorado classroom. The list of test objectives represents the only source of information about what
a specific test will cover.
PRACTICE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS. The practice multiple-choice questions included in this
section are designed to give you an introduction to the nature of the questions included on the
PLACE test. The practice questions represent the various types of multiple-choice questions you may
expect to see on an actual test; however, they are not designed to provide diagnostic information to
help you identify specific areas of individual strengths and weaknesses or to predict your
performance on the test as a whole.
When you answer the practice multiple-choice questions, you may wish to use the answer key to
check your answers. To help you identify how the test objectives are measured, the objective
statement to which each multiple-choice question corresponds is listed in the answer key. When
you are finished with the practice questions, you may wish to go back and review the entire list of
test objectives and descriptive statements for your test area.
PRACTICE PERFORMANCE ASSIGNMENTS. Because this test area includes a performance assessment, two
practice performance assignments are also included in this section. A sample response is provided
immediately following the written performance assignment. The sample response in this guide is for
illustrative purposes only. Your written response should be your original work, written in your own
words, and not copied or paraphrased from some other work.
NOTE: This test includes recorded components. Examinees who arrive late will not be admitted.
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OBJECTIVES
TEST FIELD 10: GERMAN
Listening Comprehension
Reading and Vocabulary
Language Structures
Cultural Understanding
Written Expression
Oral Expression
Texts presented on the examination will be examples of language used by native speakers in authentic
situations to serve genuine communicative functions among educated adults (e.g., to socialize, to obtain
or impart information, to express opinions, to persuade, to entertain).

LISTENING COMPREHENSION
Understand spoken questions or other oral messages.
Includes understanding a question or comment likely to be encountered in a social
situation; and understanding a request for information.
Derive essential information from oral messages in real-life situations.
Includes understanding the main idea or details in a spoken passage; understanding a
telephone message or public address announcement; understanding a sequence of steps
described in a set of oral directions; and understanding a stated cause or effect of a situation
described in an oral message.
Infer meaning from oral communications.
Includes characterizing the tone, mood, or point of view of one or more speakers; analyzing
a relationship (e.g., cause-and-effect) implied but not stated in an oral communication; and
analyzing the social context of a spoken exchange or the relationship between speakers.

READING AND VOCABULARY
Understand the literal content of a variety of authentic materials.
Includes analyzing a passage to determine the stated main idea or an accurate summary;
discerning details regarding character, setting, or events described in a passage; and
analyzing a passage to determine the sequence of events.
Apply skills of inference and interpretation in a variety of authentic materials.
Includes making inferences about setting or character from information provided in a
passage; discerning implied cause-and-effect relations in a passage; inferring an author's
assumptions, purpose, or point of view in a passage; and interpreting figurative language
(e.g., metaphors, similes) in a literary passage.
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Select words, phrases, or sentences, including idiomatic expressions, to complete passages in the
target language.
Includes determining appropriate language for travel situations (e.g., arranging for lodging;
booking tickets for a group); determining appropriate language for social situations
(e.g., canceling an appointment, expressing a compliment); determining appropriate
language for everyday transactions (e.g., shopping, dining); and determining appropriate
language for expressing attitudes, opinions, and judgments.

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
Transform sentences or passages in context according to given instructions.
Includes transforming a positive statement, question, or command to a negative one, or vice
versa; transforming the tense or mood of a sentence or passage; transforming a sentence or
passage from direct to indirect discourse, or vice versa; and combining two or more
sentences into one sentence that preserves the meaning of the original sentences.
Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or phrases to complete them.
Includes using the correct noun or pronoun form or particle for a given context; using verb
forms or phrases as appropriate for a given context; using the appropriate modifying word
or phrase to complete a sentence; and using the appropriate subordinate clause to complete
a sentence.
Revise written passages to correct errors in structure and syntax that interfere with accurate
communication.
Includes selecting revisions to correct inappropriate use of tenses, forms, or constructions.

CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING
Understand major developments in the history of cultures associated with the target language and
the cultural significance of these developments.
Includes analyzing the role of major historical events and figures in the development of
cultures associated with the target language; understanding major political, economic,
social, and cultural trends and developments that have shaped the history of cultures
associated with the target language and analyzing their historical and contemporary
significance; and analyzing the nature and significance of historical interactions between
the cultures associated with the target language and other cultures.
Understand geographic, economic, social, and political features of contemporary cultures
associated with the target language, including the ways in which values influence these features.
Includes relating natural geographic features (e.g., climate, location, natural resources) of
nations using the target language to the economies of these nations (e.g., mineral and
agricultural products, commercial relations with other nations); analyzing major features of
the economic systems of nations using the target language (e.g., the roles of free-market
institutions or central planning); understanding key features and processes associated with
governmental institutions of nations using the target language and their historical or cultural
significance; and understanding characteristic features of daily life in nations in which the
target language is the major vehicle of communication.
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Understand literature, the nonliterary arts, science, and technology as aspects of cultures
associated with the target language.
Includes associating major movements, writers, and works in the literature of the target
language and understanding their cultural significance; understanding characteristic forms
and elements of the visual arts and music of cultures associated with the target language
and their cultural significance; and recognizing scientific and technological achievements
(historical or contemporary) of cultures associated with the target language and understanding their cultural significance.

WRITTEN EXPRESSION
Write a well-organized passage of several paragraphs (approximately 300—500 words) that
is appropriate in style and diction for a given audience, purpose, and occasion and that
communicates a message effectively through use of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic
expressions, and simple and complex linguistic constructions.
Passages may include, for example, a letter to a professor requesting a recommendation for
a particular job or program of study, including the writer's reasons for being interested in
the job or academic program; an account describing to a teacher or other acquaintance
the reasoning behind a significant personal decision; or a letter of thanks written to an
appropriate audience in the target culture (e.g., a family with whom the writer has spent
a summer as an exchange student).

ORAL EXPRESSION
In response to a prompt, construct connected oral discourse in the target language that
communicates a message effectively and that demonstrates command of a range of vocabulary,
idiomatic expressions, and simple and complex language structures.
Responses may include, for example, describing events or actions in tenses appropriate to
the task; discussing advantages and disadvantages of an idea or proposed course of action;
or responding to a hypothetical situation (e.g., a traffic accident) by explaining or describing
events or by requesting assistance.

2-4
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The PLACE German test consists of four sections: 1) a listening section with multiple-choice
questions, 2) a reading section with multiple-choice questions, 3) a written assignment section,
and 4) a speaking section. The first three sections will be administered in a regular examination
room. The speaking section (Section Four) is contained in a separate test booklet and may be
administered in a separate room. The directions for each section appear immediately before that
section.
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS AND PERFORMANCE ASSIGNMENTS: GERMAN

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION ONE
The first section of the test contains selected-response questions that involve listening to an
audiotape. Each listening passage will begin with directions that will tell you what to listen for.
The directions will be read aloud on the tape. They are also printed in your test booklet. Listen
carefully to the tape and follow along in your test booklet. Ample time is provided between
questions for your response. Unless otherwise indicated, each listening passage will be read
twice.
The tape cannot be stopped nor can any section be replayed. Therefore, listen carefully. If you
have any questions or if you cannot hear this tape clearly, please raise your hand now.

(You will read in the test booklet:)

Listen carefully to the following
conversation to determine an
appropriate response.
1.

Welche Antwort paßt am besten?

(You will hear:)
A.

Dann wirst du es selbst tragen
müssen.

B.

Dann will ich auch mehr Souvenirs
mitbringen.

C.

Dann glaube ich nicht, daß es in
deinen Koffer paßt.

D.

Dann wirst du noch ein paar Tage
hier bleiben müssen.

[female voice] Kannst du diesen Koffer
tragen?
[male voice] Dieser Koffer wiegt mehr
als dreißig Kilo!
[female voice] Eben. Und ich will auch
dieses Servierbrett mitnehmen.
[male voice] Ich glaube nicht, daß es
paßt. Es ist riesengroß. Laß es hier!
[female voice] Ich kann das nicht tun.
Es ist ein Geschenk von meiner
Gastfamilie in Frankfurt.
Now answer the two questions that
follow.
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2.

Welche der folgenden Beschreibungen
paßt am besten zu den Teilnehmern an
diesem Gespräch?
A.

zwei Flugbegleiterinnen

B.

eine Frau und ihre Mann

C.

zwei Austauschstudenten

D.

eine Lehrerin und ihre Schülerin
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3.

Listen carefully to the following
dialogue on a city street.
(You will hear:)
[female voice] Verzeihen Sie, wo ist
hier die nächste Straßenbahnhaltestelle?
[male voice] In welche Richtung wollen
Sie denn fahren?
[female voice] In Richtung Universität.
[male voice] Das ist ganz einfach.
Gehen Sie nur hier gleich links um
die Ecke, dann sind Sie schon da.
Now answer the question.
(You will read in the test booklet:)
Wo ist die Haltestelle?
A.

ziemlich weit von hier

B.

gleich bei der Universität

C.

in entgegengesetzter Richtung

D.

ganz in der Nähe
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4.

Listen carefully to the following passage about Klaus Mann.
(You will hear:)
Klaus Mann wurde am 18. November 1906 in München als ältester Sohn von Thomas Mann
geboren. Schon als Schüler schrieb er Gedichte und Novellen. 1925 ging er als Theaterkritiker
nach Berlin und erregte dort mit spielerisch-provokanten Dramen-Experimenten einiges
Aufsehen. Nach der Machtübernahme Hitlers emigrierte Klaus Mann im Frühjahr 1933 nach
Paris. Er gründete die literarisch-politische Zeitschrift "Die Sammlung", die Beiträge deutscher
Exil-Schriftsteller und antifaschistischer Autoren verschiedener europäischer Länder vereinigte.
1936 veröffentlichte Mann seinen besten Roman, "Mephisto". Im selben Jahr verließ er Europa
und ließ sich in New York nieder. Von 1941 an redigierte er dort die amerikanische AvantgardeZeitschrift "Decision". Er nahm als amerikanischer Soldat am zweiten Weltkrieg teil. Nach dem
Krieg unternahm er eine Vortragsreise durch Europa. Er starb am 22. Mai 1949 in Cannes.
Now answer the question.
(You will read in the test booklet:)
In welcher Stadt wohnte Klaus Mann,
als er seinen Roman "Mephisto"
veröffentlichte?
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A.

München

B.

Berlin

C.

Paris

D.

Cannes
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION TWO
Section Two of this test is a reading section with selected-response questions. Read each
question and record your answer on the answer sheet in the space that corresponds to the
question number.

5.

Read the passage below; then answer the question that follows.
Zum 500. Geburtstag soll David bald in neuem Glanz erstrahlen. Doch die Restaurierung von
Michelangelos Meisterwerk in Florenz wurde scharf kritisiert. Restauratorin Silvia Parronchi
mußte gar ihren Hut nehmen, da die Direktorin der Galleria dell'Accademia, Isabella Faletti, ihre
Methode, die Statue mit Bürste und Fensterleder zu reinigen, ablehnte. Groß war die Angst,
David würde ruiniert. Aber auch Falettis Verfahren, die uralte Schmutzschicht mit
Wasserkompressen zu entfernen, erfuhr Widerstand. So betonte der amerikanische
Kunsthistoriker Paul Beck, die Reinigung sei gänzlich unnötig.
Der Autor schrieb diesen Artikel
wahrscheinlich um:
A.

vor der geplanten Restaurierung zu
warnen, da sie die Statue Davids
völlig ruinieren könnte.

B.

Silvia Parronchi dafür zu
kritisieren, daß sie die
Restaurierung der Statue Davids
aufgegeben hat.

C.

über die Kritik der Fachwelt an der
Reinigung der Statue Davids zu
informieren.

D.

verschiedene Methoden zur
effektiven Reinigung der Statue
Davids vorzuschlagen.
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6.

Ergänzen Sie den folgenden Dialog mit
den passenden Wörtern!

7.

Verbinden Sie die folgenden Sätze mit
einem Relativpronomen!
Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen. Er hat mit dem
Bekannten an der Universität studiert.

Am Bahnhof
FAHRGAST. Grüß Gott. Könnten Sie
mir sagen, wo der Zug nach München
steht?

A.

SCHALTERBEAMTE. Ja, freilich. Er
fährt ________ 3 ab. Sie müssen aber in
Salzburg ________ , wenn sie nach
München fahren wollen. Möchten Sie
bis dorthin ________ reservieren?

Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen, mit dem hat
er an der Universität studiert.

B.

Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen, mit dem er
an der Universität studiert hat.

A.

vom Gleis / aussteigen / einen
Sitzplatz

C.

Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen, womit er hat
an der Universität studiert.

B.

von Stelle / einsteigen / einen
Stehplatz

D.

Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen, er hat mit
dem an der Universität studiert.

C.

vom Gleis / umsteigen / einen
Sitzplatz

D.

von Stelle / nachsteigen / einen
Klappstuhl
8.

Ergänzen Sie den folgenden Satz mit
dem passenden Wort!
Wenn meine Firma nicht so weit
entfernt ________, würde ich zu
Fuß ins Büro gehen.
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A.

war

B.

würde

C.

sei

D.

wäre
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9.

Das unterstrichene Wort ist
fehlerhaft. Wählen Sie das Wort,
das das unterstrichene Wort richtig
ersetzt.

11.

Warum könnt sie mich gestern nicht
abholen?
A.

kann

B.

kannte

C.

konnte

D.

könnte
12.

10.

Der Dreißigjährige Krieg in
Deutschland brachte mit sich:
I. Flucht der Stadtbewohner aufs
Land.
II. allgemeine Abnahme der
Bevölkerung.

Welche der folgenden Städte hat
das deutsche Parlament 1991 als
Regierungssitz des vereinigten
Deutschlands gewählt?
A.

Potsdam

B.

Bonn

C.

Berlin

D.

Frankfurt am Main

Welcher der folgenden deutschen
Philosophen machte die Bejahung des
Lebens zu einer Hauptlehre seiner
Philosophie?
A.

Friedrich Nietzsche

B.

Arthur Schopenhauer

C.

Karl Marx

D.

Immanuel Kant

III. Ende der Barockkultur.
IV. Verlangsamung der
wirtschaftlichen Entwicklung.
A.

I und III

B.

II und III

C.

II und IV

D.

III und IV
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION THREE
This section of the test consists of a written assignment. The assignment can be found on the
next page. You should use your time to plan, write, review, and edit your response for the
assignment.
Read the assignment carefully before you begin to work. Think about how you will organize
your response. You may use any blank space in the test booklet to make notes, write an
outline, or otherwise prepare your response. However, your score will be based solely
on the version of your response written in the Written Response Booklet.
A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your response for the assignment. It is not
necessary that you cover every point on the list, nor are you limited in your response to those
points indicated. You are, however, required to write about the general assignment that you
are given, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which you elaborate on the
assignment by addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing.
Your response to the written assignment will be evaluated based on the following criteria.
•

development: fullness of development of topic

•

communication: effectiveness of communication, including sociocultural
appropriateness

•

coherence: coherence and flow of language

•

vocabulary: command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

•

syntax: handling of syntax and grammatical structures

•

mechanics: accuracy of spelling or character formation, diacritical marks, and
punctuation

Your response must be written in German. Be sure to write about the assigned topic. Please
write legibly. You may not use any reference materials during the test. Remember to review
your work and make any changes you think will improve your response.
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Practice Written Performance Assignment

Imagine that you have a warm relationship with a family with whom you lived during a year of
study in a German-speaking country. You have stayed in touch with them since returning to
the United States, but several months have passed since you last wrote. To reestablish contact
with them, write a letter in German to the parents of the family, a couple in their fifties. You
may wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics:
•

reminiscences about your stay with them;

•

inquiries about their health and activities;

•

your own recent activities; and

•

your plans for the immediate future.
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Sample Written Performance Assignment Response: Score Point 4
Liebe Herr und Frau Spangenberg,
Entschuldigen Sie bitte mein langes Schweigen! Während der letzten drei Monate,
habe ich wenig Zeit gehabt, mich hinzusetzen, um Ihnen einen Brief zu schreiben.
Trotzdem habe ich oft an Sie und Ihre Familie gedacht. Ich hoffe, daß es Ihnen
allen gut geht.
Seit meinem letzten Brief ist vieles in meinem Leben geschehen. Ich habe endlich
promoviert und suche jetzt eine Stelle als Lehrer, entweder an einer Universität
oder an einem Gymnasium. Wenn es möglich ist, möchte ich gerne an einem
Gymnasium in Deutschland unterrichten. Zur Zeit versuche ich, mich über
Arbeitsmöglichkeiten für Ausländer in Deutschland zu informieren.
Wie geht es Ihrem Mann? In Ihrem letzten Brief haben Sie berichtet, daß er einen
Vortrag über seine medizinischen Forschungen an der Universität Wien halten
sollte. Sind Sie mit ihm nach Wien gereist? Ich erinnere mich noch mit
Vergnügen an die vielen Gespräche die ich mit Ihnen und Doktor Spangenberg
beim Mittagessen geführt habe.
Erinnern Sie sich an den Studenten aus meinem Germanistik Seminar, den ich
Ihnen einmal vorgestellt habe? Er hieß Georg Scheer. Vor zwei Monaten hat
er mich besucht. Er verbrachte seine Sommerferien in den Vereinigten Staaten
und ist einige Tage bei mir zu Hause geblieben. Es machte mir viel Spaß, den
Reiseführer zu spielen. Wir haben das Kunstmuseum, den Tiergarten, die Oper
und viele gute Gaststätten und Kneipen besucht.
Wie geht es Ihrem Sohn? Wohnt er noch in seinem Atelier in der Altstadt? Es war
sehr freundlich von ihm, mich oft in sein Atelier einzuladen. Für mich war es
immer sehr interessant, ihm zuzuschauen als er an Gemälden, Litographien,
und Kupferstichen arbeitete. Es war auch eine wunderbare Gelegenheit für mich,
allerlei Menschen aus verschiedenen Teilen Deutschlands kennenzulernen und
mein Deutsch durch häufige Übung zu verbessern.
Jetzt muß ich mich verabschieden, denn ich habe heute nachmittag ein Interview.
Ich hoffe, bald Nachrichten von Ihnen zu bekommen.
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German Written Performance Assignment Scoring Scale (Test Field 10)
Score

Score Point Description

4

The candidate fully addresses the assigned topic and develops the topic by
extensive elaboration of specific points. A message is clearly and effectively
communicated in a socioculturally appropriate manner. The candidate's ideas are
coherently presented, and the flow of language is smooth and varied in wellconstructed sentences. The vocabulary used reflects a broad command of the
language and the use of appropriate idiomatic expressions. There is control of
grammar with only minor syntax errors that do not interrupt communication.
There is accuracy in spelling or character formation and accuracy in the use of
diacritical marks and punctuation.

3

The candidate adequately addresses the assigned topic, with some elaboration of
specific points. The message is generally clear, but command of sociocultural
aspects of the language may be uncertain. The candidate exhibits some
awkwardness in phrasing of ideas. The vocabulary used is appropriate but limited
in expression and word choice. There is good command of simple linguistic
constructions and grammar but uneven command of more complex constructions.
The writer makes few errors in spelling or character formation and few errors in the
use of diacritical marks and punctuation.

2

The candidate addresses the assigned topic in a very limited way, with minimal
elaboration. The candidate fails to communicate a fully understandable message.
The candidate's ideas are presented in a disconnected manner that makes
comprehension difficult. The vocabulary is very simple, lacking some key words
and expressions. The use of grammar and syntax is so elementary that either little
information is conveyed or, though the information may be advanced, its
grammatical presentation is seriously flawed. The candidate makes frequent errors
in spelling or character formation and punctuation.

1

The candidate ineffectively addresses the assigned topic, without elaborating any
points. The candidate makes only a few statements, which may be unconnected.
There is an inadequate command of vocabulary to communicate a complete
message. The errors made in the use of grammar, syntax, spelling, and punctuation
are so frequent that communication is generally very difficult to understand.

U

The response is "Unscorable" because the candidate provides only a few words or
phrases or an illegible sample, provides no written response whatsoever, writes on
a different topic, or does not use the target language.
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR
For this section of the test, your spoken response to an assignment presented in your test
booklet will be recorded on tape. You will read the assignment in your test booklet and have
one minute to consider your response, then two minutes to speak.
Listen to the assignment carefully. Think about how you will organize your response. You
may NOT write or take notes in the test booklet. Your score will be based solely on the
response you provide on the audiotape after the announcer instructs you to begin
speaking.
A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your response for the assignment. It is not
necessary that you cover every point on the list, nor are you limited in your response to those
points indicated. However, what you say must be relevant to the situation with which you are
presented, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which you elaborate on the
assignment by addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing.
Your response to the question in this section will be evaluated based on the following criteria.
•

development: fullness of development of topic

•

coherence: clarity and coherence of message

•

fluency: fluency and ease of expression

•

vocabulary: command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

•

syntax: handling of syntax and grammatical structures

•

pronunciation: pronunciation and intonation

Your response must be spoken in German. Be sure to speak about the assigned topic. You
may not use any reference materials during the test.
Once the tape has begun, it cannot be stopped, nor can you re-record your response.
When you have finished reading these directions, please look up. You will receive further
instructions from your test administrator.
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Practice Oral Performance Assignment

Read the instructions below. You will have 1 minute to study these instructions. Then, when you
are told to do so, begin to respond in German. You may take up to 2 minutes to complete your
response. You will be told when the 2 minutes are up. You may begin studying the instructions
now. You will be told when to begin speaking.
(You will read in the test booklet:)
Imagine that you are the faculty advisor to a student from a German-speaking country who is
spending a year at your school on an exchange program. After two weeks in the United States,
the student is unhappy and wants to go home. His parents telephone to express their concern and
ask your advice. Speaking in German, reassure them about the situation and explain to them why
you feel their child should make the effort to stay for the full year. You may wish to include, but
are not limited to, the following topics:
•

possible reasons for the student's discontent, and any changes that could improve the
situation;

•

the potential benefits to the student of a year's stay in the United States;

•

what the parents might do to encourage the student to stay; and

•

what the student could do to adapt more successfully to the new situation.

(You will have 1 minute to study the instructions above. Then you will have 2 minutes to
respond on the audiotape.)

In responding to this particular prompt, the speaker should offer enough specific information to
make the communication plausible in context—that is, to inform the parents fully about their
child's situation, and to respond directly and sympathetically to the child's needs and their
concerns. The language of the response should be tactful and considerate. An excellent response
to the assignment would reflect the speaker's ability to use a variety of sentence structures, to
handle transitions in thought without confusion or awkwardness, and to communicate gracefully,
using appropriate terms and idiomatic expressions and avoiding errors in syntax and usage.
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German Oral Performance Assignment Scoring Scale (Test Field 10)

2-18

Score

Score Point Description

4

The candidate fully addresses the assigned topic and develops the topic by
extensive elaboration of specific points. The candidate delivers a consistently clear
message. The candidate speaks fluently and uses a variety of sentences. The
speaker's vocabulary displays mastery of a broad vocabulary, including
appropriate idiomatic expressions. The speaker handles simple and complex
linguistic constructions, making only minor grammatical errors that do not interfere
with communication. The speaker exhibits good to excellent pronunciation and
intonation.

3

The candidate adequately addresses the assigned topic, with some elaboration of a
few points. The candidate generally delivers a clear message. The candidate
speaks with some hesitation, using a limited variety of sentence structures. The
speaker uses appropriate but limited idiomatic expressions and vocabulary. The
speaker shows good command of simple linguistic constructions, with some errors
in more complex statements, and makes noticeable grammatical errors that cause
minor interruptions in intelligibility. There are minor mistakes in pronunciation
and intonation that do not interfere with communication.

2

The candidate addresses the assigned topic in a very limited way, with minimal
elaboration. The candidate delivers a message that is intermittently difficult to
understand. The candidate speaks with frequent hesitation, using simple and
repetitive sentence structures. The speaker uses very simple vocabulary, lacking
some key words and expressions. The speaker handles only simple linguistic
constructions, with uneven command, and makes frequent grammatical errors that
significantly impede comprehension. Pronunciation and intonation are sufficiently
faulty to make comprehension sometimes difficult.

1

The candidate inadequately addresses the assigned topic, without elaborating any
points. The candidate generally fails to communicate a clear message. The
speaker hesitates frequently, making speech sound fragmented and choppy. The
speaker exhibits inadequate command of vocabulary to communicate a complete
message. The speaker shows little command of basic elements of sentence
structure, grammar, and syntax. Frequent errors are made in pronunciation and
intonation, making speech generally very difficult to understand.

U

The oral response is "Unscorable" because the candidate is not heard to speak at
all, speaks only one or two unconnected utterances, speaks on a different topic, or
does not use the target language.
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ANSWER KEY: GERMAN
Question
Number

Correct
Response

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

A
C
D
C
C
C

7.
8.

B
D

9.

C

10.

C

11.

C

12.

A

Objective
Understand spoken questions or other oral messages.
Infer meaning from oral communications.
Derive essential information from oral messages in real-life situations.
Understand the literal content of a variety of authentic materials.
Apply skills of inference and interpretation in a variety of authentic materials.
Select words, phrases, or sentences, including idiomatic expressions, to complete
passages in the target language.
Transform sentences or passages in context according to given instructions.
Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or phrases to
complete them.
Revise written passages to correct errors in structure and syntax that interfere with
accurate communication.
Understand major developments in the history of cultures associated with the target
language and the cultural significance of these developments.
Understand geographic, economic, social, and political features of contemporary
cultures associated with the target language, including the ways in which values
influence these features.
Understand literature, the nonliterary arts, science, and technology as aspects
of cultures associated with the target language.
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