PROGRAM FOR LICENSING ASSESSMENTS
FOR COLORADO EDUCATORS® (PLACE®)
OBJECTIVES
FIELD 029: MUSIC
Subareas
Music Theory
Music History and Culture
Music Performance
Listening Skills

MUSIC THEORY
Apply knowledge of the staff.
Includes lines and spaces in relation to clef signs, and letter names of the
notes on the Grand staff.
Apply knowledge of keys and scales.
Includes key signatures, scale types and structures, and the types and
characteristics of tonal structures.
Understand the elements of melody.
Includes the types and characteristics of melodic patterns, and the
characteristics of melody.
Understand the elements of rhythm.
Includes note values, the value of rests, and types of rhythmic patterns.
Apply knowledge of meter.
Includes meter signatures and the effect of meter signatures on notation.
Understand the elements of tempo.
Includes tempo markings and terms related to tempo.
Understand the elements of dynamics.
Includes dynamic symbols and terms.
Understand interpretive symbols and terms.
Includes expressive symbols and interpretive terms.
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Understand pitch intervals.
Includes interval types and structures, and the effects of inversions on
intervals.
Understand chordal structure and progression.
Includes the types, interrelationships, and characteristics of chords;
the principles of part writing; and the types, characteristics, and uses
of cadences.
Understand basic compositional techniques.
Includes basic terminology, and the devices used in musical repetition,
contrast, and variation.
Understand simple and composite musical forms.
Includes the characteristics and uses of single and composite forms, and
contrapuntal characteristics and devices.
Understand texture in music.
Includes the characteristics and uses of monophonic, homophonic, and
polyphonic textures.
Understand the nature of timbre.
Includes the timbral characteristics and acoustical properties of vocal and
instrumental tone.
MUSIC HISTORY AND CULTURE
Understand characteristics, composers, and works of prebaroque music.
Includes styles, characteristics, and genres of prebaroque music; the works
and characteristic styles of principal composers of the period; and the
relationship of prebaroque music to other aspects of the period's culture
and society.
Understand musical characteristics, composers, and works of the baroque
period.
Includes styles, characteristics, and genres of baroque music; the works
and characteristic styles of principal composers of the period; and the
relationship of baroque music to other aspects of the period's culture and
society.
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Understand musical characteristics, composers, and works of the Classical
period.
Includes styles, characteristics, and genres of Classical music; the works
and characteristic styles of principal composers of the period; and the
relationship of Classical music to other aspects of the period's culture and
society.
Understand musical characteristics, composers, and works of the Romantic
period.
Includes styles, characteristics, and genres of Romantic music; the works
and characteristic styles of principal composers of the period; and the
relationship of Romantic music to other aspects of the period's culture and
society.
Understand musical characteristics, composers, and works of the twentieth
century.
Includes styles, characteristics, and genres of twentieth-century music; the
works and characteristic styles of principal composers of the period; and the
relationship of twentieth-century music to other aspects of the period's culture
and society.
Understand musical characteristics, composers, and works of American art
music.
Includes styles, characteristics, and genres of American art music; the
works and characteristic styles of principal composers of the period; and the
relationship of American art music to other aspects of the period's culture and
society.
Understand characteristics and examples of popular music.
Includes styles and characteristics of popular music, and the relationship of
popular music to other aspects of American culture.
Understand characteristics and examples of folk music.
Includes traditions, styles, and characteristics of folk music, and the
relationship of folk music to developments in American history and culture.
Understand characteristics and examples of ethnic music.
Includes origins, traditions, styles, and characteristics of ethnic music, and
the relationship of ethnic music to aspects of American culture.
Understand the history and development of vocal music.
Includes major figures, works, and developments in the history of choral
music and music as a dramatic form.

Copyright © 2005 by National Evaluation Systems, Inc. (NES®)

This document may not be reproduced for commercial use but may be copied for educational purposes.

OBJECTIVES
FIELD 029: MUSIC

Understand the history of musical instruments.
Includes major figures and trends in the development of orchestral and
keyboard instruments.
MUSIC PERFORMANCE
Understand the characteristics and production of vocal sound.
Includes common vocal registers and ranges, the physiological process by
which vocal tone is produced, and the process of voice maturation in relation
to the characteristics of voice.
Understand the principles of vocal technique.
Includes principles of diction, the processes and techniques used to develop
singing skills, problems encountered in singing, and techniques for resolving
such problems.
Understand the types, characteristics, use, and care of string instruments.
Includes types, characteristics, and uses of string instruments; basic playing
techniques; basic procedures for string instrument maintenance; problems
encountered in playing; and techniques for resolving such problems.
Understand the types, characteristics, use, and care of wind/percussion
instruments.
Includes types, characteristics, and uses of wind and percussion instruments;
basic playing techniques; basic procedures for wind and percussion instrument maintenance; problems encountered in playing; and techniques for
resolving such problems.
Understand the types, characteristics, use, and care of keyboard instruments.
Includes types, characteristics, and uses of keyboard instruments; basic
playing techniques; basic procedures for keyboard instrument maintenance;
problems encountered in playing; and techniques for resolving such
problems.
Identify instruments, activities, and techniques appropriate for band/orchestra
performance at the elementary level.
Includes principles and techniques of performance, basic instrumentation,
and appropriate skills and activities for elementary school bands and
orchestras.
Identify instruments, activities, and techniques appropriate for band/orchestra
performance at the secondary level.
Includes principles and techniques of performance, basic instrumentation,
and appropriate skills and activities for secondary school bands and
orchestras.
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Identify instruments, activities, and techniques appropriate for small
instrumental ensemble performance at the elementary level.
Includes principles and techniques of performance, basic instrumentation,
and appropriate skills and activities for elementary school small instrumental
ensembles.
Identify instruments, activities, and techniques appropriate for small
instrumental ensemble performance at the secondary level.
Includes principles and techniques of performance, basic instrumentation,
and appropriate skills and activities for secondary school small instrumental
ensembles.
Identify voice parts, activities, and techniques appropriate for choral
performance at the elementary level.
Includes the characteristics of types of elementary school choral ensembles,
the principles and techniques of performance, and the skills and activities
appropriate for performance.
Identify voice parts, activities, and techniques appropriate for choral
performance at the secondary level.
Includes the characteristics of types of secondary school choral ensembles,
the principles and techniques of performance, and the skills and activities
appropriate for performance.
Identify voice parts, activities, and techniques appropriate for small vocal
ensemble performance at the elementary level.
Includes the characteristics of types of elementary school small vocal
ensembles, the principles and techniques of performance, and the skills
and activities appropriate for performance.
Identify voice parts, activities, and techniques appropriate for small vocal
ensemble performance at the secondary level.
Includes the characteristics of types of secondary school small vocal
ensembles, the principles and techniques of performance, and the skills and
activities appropriate for performance.
Understand performance practices appropriate to historical periods of music.
Includes stylistic performance practices appropriate to pre-Classical,
Classical, Romantic, and twentieth-century music.
Understand performance practices appropriate to types of ensembles.
Includes stylistic performance practices appropriate to various instrumental
and vocal ensembles.
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LISTENING SKILLS
Identify styles and characteristics of Middle Ages and Renaissance music in a
musical recording.
Includes styles and characteristics of Medieval and Renaissance vocal and
instrumental music.
Identify musical characteristics, composers, and works of the baroque period
in a musical recording.
Includes works and composers of baroque music, and the characteristics that
distinguish baroque music from that of other periods.
Identify musical characteristics, composers, and works of the Classical period
in a musical recording.
Includes works and composers of Classical music, and the characteristics
that distinguish Classical music from that of other periods.
Identify musical characteristics, composers, and works of the Romantic period
in a musical recording.
Includes works and composers of Romantic music, and the characteristics
that distinguish Romantic music from that of other periods.
Identify musical characteristics, composers, and works of the twentieth
century in a musical recording.
Includes works and composers of twentieth-century music, and the
characteristics that distinguish twentieth-century music from that of
other periods.
Identify characteristics, genres, and styles of American, Asian, African, and
Hispanic music in a musical recording.
Includes characteristics, genres, and styles of American, Asian, African, and
Hispanic vocal and instrumental music.
Identify the elements of melody in a musical recording.
Includes melodic structure, melodic alterations, scales, and tonal structures.
Identify the elements of rhythm, tempo, and dynamics in a musical recording.
Includes rhythmic patterns, meter, specific dynamics, and characteristics of
tempo.
Identify the elements of harmony in a musical recording.
Includes specific chord types, chordal progressions, and intervals.
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Identify the elements of form in a musical recording.
Includes repetition, contrast, variation, and form.
Identify the elements of texture in a musical recording.
Includes types and characteristics of monophonic, homophonic, and
polyphonic textures.
Identify vocal and instrumental elements in a musical recording.
Includes specific voice parts and instruments, and types of vocal and
instrumental ensembles.
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Identify pitch errors in a musical recording.
Includes instrumental and vocal pitch errors.
Identify rhythmic errors in a musical recording.
Includes instrumental and vocal rhythmic errors.
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